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S Robert Jenkiſon, 


Of Walcot in the County of O X O N, Baronet. 
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OUR. Worſhip will (T believe) conclude all the Sto- 
ries too true, that have been buz'd into your Ears by 
DifaffeQtion and Inveteracy concerning me, when 

you fee me ſwollen to that height of preſumption, that I even 

dare to entitle you to that, which 1n its former very ſhort life, 
you {mother'd by unkind Diſcouragement ; not ſhew'd (T con- 
teſs with due refpe&, and an humble acknowlegment of your 

Favours) to me, but through the pregnaat intimations of thoſe, 

who took the boldneſs to rank your Sentiments and their own 

together, of which they pretended to be entire Maſters; Hows 
ever, I am fo far from taking the broadeſt hints .as my Re- 
proach, that the bluntneſs of my uncultivated Education, and 
my Years, have been thereby but the more quickned, to Argue, 
and Cenſure, and Judge, the Juſtice of that Cauſe, for which 

I have been fo often, by ſome Men's Drunken, Blaſpheming, 

Facobite Reteiners, ſentenc'd and judg'd. 

I am not at all concern'd for the Scandalous RefleQtions of 
thoſe, whoſe vicious and debauch't Lives bave quite overthrown 
their Religious pretences of Conſcience and former Obligati- 
ons, were not the World come to that unhappy paſs, that Who- 
ring,Drunkenneſs, and Blaſphemy, ſtrike faireſt towards Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem, and theties are ſtrongeſt and moſt inviolable, 
that are contradted by and with theſe Debaucheries: Nor am 
I at all uncafte, under the A - Damp of your — 
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what I once curſorily delivered, ſince I here ſtand to it Yerba- 
tim, without asking any one's Pardon, unleſs I can be convinc'd 
that I have done any Prejudice to True Religion, particu- 
larly, the moſt excellent Mode with which 1t ſhines ia the 
Church of England; for the ſake of which; and by my narrow 
Converſe with thoſe who were molt likely to know, I am ob- 
lig'd (asthe voyce of my whole Order) to Honour and Acknow- 
ledge you, not only the Churches Detence and Credit, but a 
Friend (for ſo Iam bold to ſay) to the Clergy, as well as Patron, 
and indeed Example ; though not in that ſenſe ſome perhaps 
haye been apt to interpret; whoſe Ignorance (T willingly ae- 
knowledge) has made deductions from bridled Modeſty and 
tenacicus Converſation, to a countenancing both the extreams 
this Nation groans under, and rather a ſordid compliance with 
both ſides, than a hearty c{pouſing either. 

But ſome will imagine have gone thus far, not to celebrate 
the Truth, but to infinuate my felf into your Favour; yer, 
(which I hope I may ſpeak without breaking through the bounds 
of Civiliity) I do ſolemnly profeſs, I no more wheedle for your. 
Approbation, than beg your Benevolence, neither of which can 
be extorted from you, but by the moſt coyincing Arguments 
of Merit and Vertue ; and therefore, as I expect to be excluded 
from eith:r the one or the oth<r, I may conclude where the 
fault lies, and blame either my own Conſtitution, or (which 
perhaps is worſe) my 4ll management of it : However, I ſhall 
never (by my good Will, and the Grace of God) botch up my 
misfortunes by my Crimes, by endeavouring to make that out 
by ſmoth Hypocriſie, which Plain-dealing and Sincerity, are 
too generally defective in: ' And how gratefully ſoever my 
Circumſtances would now admit your Faveur, I refolv'd never 
to let this ſee the outſide of a naked Study (for I found as ſoon 
as I had Preach'd it, I was oblig'd to publiſh it alſo) till it was - 
out of your Power to ſerve me in that, for which both my ſelf 
and this Sermon (both it ſeems but indifferent Recommendati- 
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ons) were once Competitors, becauſe I would not be thought 
an humble Proſtrate among the Croud of Requeſts ; knowing, 
that a Man of Honour and Vertue, ſcorns to be flatter'd or 
importun'd out of his Reſolutions, and that he will rather pick 
out an unconcern'd Spectator to diſpenſe his Graces to, accord- 
ing to his true worth, than dignifie the indecent cringes and 
fawning Legs of Indignity, with them or reſpect : AsI remem- 
ber one Story of our Avaricious King John, which though it rc- 
cites the Sacrilege he was ſo much condemn'd for, yet it very 
Honourably in this commends his Diſcretion and Bounty ; who, 
when two Prieſts were croping Bezantines for a fat Dignity 
then Vacant, ask'd a third ſimple Stander-by what he would 
give for it; and he anſwering, Not One Farthing, for that he 
had renounc'd the World and Riches when he enter d Holy Orders, 
immediately revok'd the almoſt concluded Simoniacal Contra@, 
and prudently diſtills the Bounty of his Patronage upon the 
unbidding Gueſt, ſaying, Ze was likely to do moſt good with 
that Treaſure which he did not defire. And indecd it looks very 
much unlike Generoſity, or Honour, to be courted and flatter'd 
into ſervice, which then becomes not the effe&t of Merit but 
its own Applauſe, and rather teaches Men the Art of Flattery 
than Gratitude: For when Goodneſs is lean becauſe thame-fac'd, 
and impertinence thrives from its very eli too, (as poor Houle- 
keepers ſuffer more than ſtrolling Beggars) we may eaſily con- 
clude what methods aſpiring Men will take, to ſhuffle them- 
ſelves into the throng of undeferved Envy. 

I could not thus have grated your Ears with tedious Non- 
ſenſe, had this un-frenchified D.ſcourle been entertain'd with fo 
much Candor, as even to have been partly allow'd my own ;, 
for I ſhall willingly grant (and let the beſt be made of it) that 
the ſhortneſs of the time I had to Compoſe it, and nothing. 
elſe made me take up with the Obſervations of ſome others to- 
wards the latter end, and which I am ſureare fo far from un- 


truths, that I had improv'd them ten times beyond what they 
are 
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- are to my own certain knowledge, would time have given me 
leave. I don't make any Apology for this Confeſſion, becauſe 
- perhaps thoſe who found fault with it, and gave me this trou- 
ble, are (o buſie in another Language (it not in another Strain) 
about the important concerns of their Friends in Fraxce, that 
they have ſcarce had leaſure to find my Repetitions in another 
place, any more than in themſelves; and therefore, I reſolve 
he (for I have diſgrac'd' the ſtile of Majeſty enough with him 
already) (hall ſee both me and them here, which will ſave him 
the trouble of the Original, unleſs he has a better Opinion of 
me than I deſire or delerve from any of the French Nation or 
Principles, ſo as to take this for it, without enquiring, wheder 
. de whole or de MAFOR part vas his grand miſtake, or rader 
reprocf, and derefore did not pleaſe him. 
lam ſorry I was not ſo mannerly to forefee, that a Gentle- 
-man of his parts and Nation would be my hearer, that I might 
have came armed into the Church ; at leaſt I ſhould have fac 
up Day and Night, that the Compoſure as well as the Words 
-mighr have been wholly my own, and ſo I had avoided the 
veiled ſenſe of his Accuſation, of contributing what in me lay 
(what no queſtion he had there often done before me, though 
not ſo plainly) towards making the Houſe of Prayer a Den of 
Thieves. But (Worthy Sir) pardon my rudeneſs; It is a 
dangerous thing to deride the faſhions of the Age; and then cer- 
-tainly (though we ſhould excuſe the Chaplain who 1s of later 
date) it muſt be own'd that French Taylors, Dancing Maſters, 
Cooks, Peruke-Makers, Valets, and (the top of all) French 
Whores, haye been none of- the leaſt of this Kingdoms bleſ- 
ſed Vanities for ſome years paſt, if (to compleat our happineſs 
44n them) the laſcivious folly of late Authorities, does not au- 
ſpiciouſly point at the dear-bought expence of our Ruine in a 
'few to come ; which God Avert! 
But now, methinks 'tis very hard, that a Stranger ſhould 


: have fo ſevere a judgment paſt upon him; but I know that of 
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late (God fargive us /) the Clergy have proſtituted one ano-- 
ther's Reputations, without either Decency . or Diſcretion to 
that degree, that they ſeem to be willing to make themſelves 
the Nero of even ſordid ignorance, when they make it the 
| buſineſs of their Converſation, to bring the Prime Pillers of the 
the Engliſh Church upon the Stage, as the ſubje& of theirs. 
Thus how eaſtly have they been drawn by Papiſts and Faceb:zes 
(who have too many Livings in their Gifts to be Knaves) to 
vilifie the late and preſent Arch-Biſhops of Canterbury, the Bi- 
ſhops of Sarumand Glocefter, the Lord Keeper, &c. to mention 
no more, for no other reaſon, but becauſe they are all faithful 
to their Truſt, and honeſt without Diflimulation : Ner do 1 
take this up upon truſt; for I appeal to themſelves, who are Men 
of very tender Conlciences, whether really and truly, after 
meals, the greateſt part of their debzrting time be not taken up, 
in blackeniog and abuſing theſe Worthy Perſons, to crowa their 
myſterious Healths with the ſweeter delights,in which he is ap- 
plauded far Parts and Piety,- that can CharaQterize with malici- 
ous Zeal in the fouleſt ſhape ; and all for the ſame reaſon as be= 
fore, becauſe they are eminent for their fingular Aﬀedion to the 
preſent Government, and enjoy Conſpicuqus Stations in Church 
and State, and acquit themſelves in them with no leſs Piety 
than Fidelity, and true undiſſembling Honour : And when- 
ever benceforward, I'hear Men of theſe great Characters, or 

thoſe never ſo much below them, reproach'd by the FaCtious a- 
gainſt the Preſent Government, by the Names of Phanatick, 
 Anabaptiſt, Socinian, and the like, I ſhalt require no other Ar- 
gument to my ſelf of their Honeſty and Worth, though (I 
confeſs) theſe Bug-bear names ſounded harſhly in my Ears, 7:/! 

T underſtood the end of theſe Men. 

I ſhould not have been ſo impertinent to have added to the 
grievous Treaſury of Letters, the courſer allay of my Mite, had 
not, Conſcienciqus Exile, and the guilded pretence of Religion, 
been ſo ill exemplified in thoſe, who-gave me fo little encou- 
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ragement in my once Application to your Worſhip (by Ap- 
pearance I mean not requeſt) that I had ſcarce Faith to believe 
they deſerved beyond me; becauſe{in my Opinion) it looks 
ſtrangely rude, that an Alien and Fugitive ſhould condemn thoſe 
Principles, by which only he durſt recommend himſelf to our 
Conſtitution, rhe Poyſon which his Nativity carries with it, 
being almoſt too rank to be overcome by. them : Nay, [ may 
ſay, by {ad Experience, they have been too often the cloak of 
Maliciouſneſs and Perfidy, as well as Perjury and Murder. 

I ſhall not obſerve how plentitully (to that Nations Credit) 
the Seeds of Socinianiſm have been lately ſown amongſt us 
(though God bethanked ſo few of them have been underſtood 
in the ſcattering of them) which all the Good Engliſh Divines 
deplore, as well as juſtly condemn them for, becauſe I am 
very ſenſible, how much I have treſpaſt upon your Goodneſs 
already in this Dedication, which your Hearing and Worthineſs 
challenged from me ; But I hope your Worſhip will not take 
this, nor the enſuing Publication ill, ſince neceſſary, and in my 
own defence, particularly that I have addreſt with ſo mach con- 
fidence to you; for I aſſure your Worſhip, I highly applaud 
and reſpe& both your Vertues and-Learning, wiſhing heartily, 
that all of your Quality, were as well able to ſerve the Publick, 
and Honour their Stations, as all the World knows you are, and 


_ whom eſpecially, (though in ſome mealure from my 
felf ) | 


Tour Worſhips meſt Obliged 


and very Humble (though ſcarce known) Servant 


JOHN SWANNE, 
To 
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To the Candid and Honeſt 


READER. 


EX Thee. 1 am willing. to-appeal, and fhall greatfully ac- 


cept of thy Ceurteous Reproof, for what through imma- 
ture Fudgment and greener Tears 1 have erred in, tho 
not I am ſure deſignedly, or for want of good will. If I have in- 
decently expreſt my ſelf, 1 am ſure thou wilt pity my Infirmity, 
though I am certain. (whether through Blindneſs and Partialit 
in my own. caſe, 1 ſhall not determine) I can't at preſent be ſank. 
ble, that I have in the leaſt Tranſgreſt without a Cauſe ; but if I 
have, I chearfully permit thy precious Balms to break my bead, 
becauſe the ſincere defign of this Adviſe, if it ſhould happen to 
wound, brings, in the kind nature of it, a Plaiſter to Cure. But 
as for the Fools and Knaves, who neither defire to become wiſe 
nor honeſt, give me leave to tell thee, I neither court their friend- 
ſhip nor value it ; becauſe whatever pretences they make in their 
cheap Advice, I always conclude, that they only intend reproach, 
when they would ſeem to reform, which at beſt is but the kind 
Cruelty of cutting throats with a Feather. | 
Perhaps 1 have expreſſed my ſelf very roundly in ſome places, 
but I am certain, ( for 7 ſpeak to Men of ſome Vertue) the oc- 
cafion will bear me ont, if 1 had ſpoken ten times more ſo; And 
I do very gratefully acknowledge the reſpet I received from the . 
firſt Auditory (fer I preach'd' it: more than once) 'upen the very 
account of my bold aclivery,” in a (trauge pace, and conſequently 
among range People. h : 
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Fhall not give you the reaſons of its travelling abroad, as 
foon as it was made to go, left I fhould divert too much, where 
[ intended firſt-to ſhame; and gratifie what only wants confuſion 
a well as utter filence : For Men of thoſe deviliſh Principles thu 
endeavours to deteti, would be glad to ſnear at the occaſion as 
well as the matter, though 1 am ſo impudent, as neither to be 
aſham'd of the one nor the other, becauſe thoſe who age concern'd 
to reſolve impertinent enquiry will own, that I acquitted my ſelf 
#n one very laudably and above-board ; in the other I am couſci» 
ous to my ſelf (and any one that knows me will believe it) I 
atled with ſo much fincerity, that words were (what all, Mens 
ought to be) my minds interpreters: Nay, fince ſoothing and 
baſe Diſſimulation have been fo much in Y, ogue, Freedom, and 
Linſey-woolſey Truth bave been my mortal Enemies, and will be 
F believe as long as I live, if ſneaking and ſordid complyance 
with any thing for advantage continue in faſhion ſo long ; for my 
wind is too often at my Tongues end, to ever prefer me to the 
blunt Charatter of a Fortunate Fool, a BlabFing: Coxcomb telling 
the truth (which ſome Men hold ought not to be told ) at all 
times. 
But (Kind Reader) mot to tire vat thy Patience, T ſhall inti- 
mate thee ſome Obſervations, which (IT thought) obliged me to be 
fa home in the enſuing Diſcourſe, and then leave thee to confider 
(but I ſtill remember what Reader I ſpeak to) whether any ho- 
weſt Man that loves his God, his Religion, his Brave Proteſtant 
King and Country, ought to keep filence in the Church of theſe 
Matters, when the greateſt part of our Enemies pretend to be the 
greateſt admirers, as well as trueſt Sons of it. | 
The greateſt part then of the Jacobitiſh Faftion (for God for- 
bid I ſhould charge every fingle Perſon) make it the unwearied 
buſineſs of Converſation, to raile at all Men advanc'd under the 
preſent Government : They have not only condemn'd therlate Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury for an unbaptizd Chriſtian and Socinian, 
but haue had the ſame impudence to. conclude and aſſert cM 
preſent 
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preſent Succeſſor (and ſo he had certainly been unleſs a Worthy 
Peters, Gifford, 'ox Fairfax, or ſome Frave enlighten'd Apo/tate 
had been the May) both as malicious forgeries as ever durſt face 
the Sun, to the Knowledge of a, Perſon of Quality, as well as 
Vertue, Learning, and Integrity, I had the unhappily ſhort Ho. 
your once to ſerve; Nor do I ſpeak this but from the whiſpers my 
own Ears have atteſted, The preſent Learned Lord Keeper's in- 
vidious Station to be ſure muſt not go unremarkd; He has too 
much Honeſty and Affefion for the preſent Government to be ax 
honeſt Man, and therefore he's call'd a Puritan, a Whig, and a 
Phanatick. And ſee ( /ays the Jacobite). Presbytery and the 
Dutch rule all, and the Church is going down apace ; Alas / 
What will theſe times come to? A very ſad caſe indeed, that 
French Dragoons may not be our Law grvers, and an Iriſh Po- 
piſh Army the Prerogative of the Crown. Ay, Ay, (ſays and- 
ther) theſe damn'd Dutch will rever be at quiet, till they have 
brought all to their Geneva Model ; which however (when the 
worſt comes to the worſt) ts preferrable to the French ; bat 7 
dare be confident will never be with the King's good will, ſince 
he has grven his Word to maintain every thing as by Law Eſfta- 
liſhed, which he was never known to {Ap upon any occafron 
whatſoever hitherto, neither (1 believe) will the Arms of the 
Moſt Chriſtian Turk Ze able to teach him that greateſt ſtep to 
his unjuſt Vſurpations and Conqueſts. At this rate, every thing 
is condennid and ranted at under the now Conſtitution, becanſe 
the King will not fhew himſelf ſo much a Monſter of Ingratitude 
and Villany, as ſome have done before him, as not to favonr (in. 
ſome meaſure) thoſe who have ſerv d bis Family and himfelf from 
his Infancy ; or rather, tis becauſe every idle Knave, indigent 
Debauchee, or fauſe Loon, 1s not preferr d who was deſigned by. 
the Late King (when he was building Caſtles in the Air) for a 
Faſtice of Peace, a Sheriff, a. Burgeſs, or Mayor of a Town; as 7 
know op many of this ſort, particalarly a ſecret Villain al- 
z 


ways uſing to pretend the friendſhip of Blood to me, who takes 
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great delight in cenſuring the Preſent Government, becauſe he 
was prick'd down for a Juſtice of Peace by the laſt, which unkind- 
ly became a Bankrupt before his Ambition. was cloathed with that 
beggarly Frize of Popiſh Honour. He u one. (1'll ſay that for 
him to give the Devil his due) that puts as good a face upon a 
bad matter, as maſt Men living ; oze, who covers bis grabe that 
is not with ſo much Art and Aﬀettation, that bis painted and 
gliſteringSepulchre,and indeed very graceful Hypocrifie,is admir d 


for what it is nit, becauſe it ſeems to be. I could bring a multitude 


of ſuch Inſtances, but this I think enough ; only 1 ſhall take no- 
rice of one of his leafi Vertues, with thoſe of his Brethren of the 
Clubb, who in great ſcorn and derifion have villified the anwor- 
thineſs of the preſent D. of W. for mentioning with reſped, Your 
former great Dean, as if in thu be ſeem'd to deride like them when 
he behav d himſelf only as much like a Gentleman as he has done 
fince, though be 7s allow'd neither Parts nor Integrity (even a- 
mong hu own Capital Yaſſals) becauſe he has eſpous'd the Cauſe 
of bis Country heartily againſt thoſe that are Enemies both to it 
and themſelves. Men are not now lov'd and admir'd for ſpeak- 
ing Truth, but for ſpeaking one thing to Ged, another to the Peo» 
ple, and equivocating even in God's Houſe ; as a great many of our 
Profeſſion are Applauded and Crown'd with great Worſhip, who 
can tell (in a fawning manner) the preſent Poyſonous Fattion, 


that they have prayed for the King 'tis true, but very ſlightly, 


and when they did that, they thought of. another : And to- the 
eternal. Flonour of a Godly Rural Dean, who never Prays for the 
King before Sermon, I can't but give you his own Charadter from 
himſelf, though in a Straiv, which nothing but his Zeal could 
ever have made him guiliy of, Poely being as Great an Enemy 


. to him as Mr. D. or the Gout ; He thus Prides himſelf in his 


Hypocrifie, 


The Parſon in the Desk for William Prays... 
Ot Fames ith' Pulpit thinks, but nothing ſays, . &c. 
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But exough for one that never made Verſes before, and 1 wonder 
hy years ſhould now viſit the Muſes, but perhaps be has lately 
cond over what he once had by heart, as well as knew how to 
Conſtrue, Nunquam ſera eſt, &'c. Gray Hairs muſt be allow'd t0 
be witty however as well as honeſt in all theſe, becauſe he has been 
telling the World theſe three or four Tears, that when he comes 
to die, be reſolves not to diſguiſe himſelf any longer, but to diſc 
cover and confeſs ſuch ſtrange things (upon his Salvation) that 
will oblige all, Men to think he dies a Charitable Man, and na 
diſſembler to be ſure when he comes to die in earneſt. There's . 
another always ſtark mad, that he. can get but 6 per Cent. open- 
ly for the Money. he takes in at. 4 ; which was the reaſon why ſome 
of the. honeſt Clergy not long ſince refus'd to appear in the choice 
of this Cubb of 48 for their Repreſentative in Convocation, bes 
cauſe they imagined he would ſooner endeavour to advance the. 
Intereſt of. Money, than that of the Church, which they lov'd for 
ber ſelf without any reward, He only for her Patrimony ; and 
therefore, they could not in Conſcience refer themſelves to him, 
who has been too long warp'd with the prejudices of bis bempen. 
Leaches to do any good to his Brethren, who. endeavour honeſtly. 
to ſupport other poor Families beſides their own, having exadtly. 
engrav d his FTudgment in that Monumental piece of Clay, the 
excellenty of whoſe rude Workmanſhip ( for Mouſters are the beſt. 
tryals of skill) ſeem's to. ſpeak this Barbarous Language, that. 
ſome Men's minds muft become carnal to give them the honour of. 
legal Iſſue : Let. her carry his Name too, till ſome Charitable. 
Fool ventures the Reputation. of his own, to call hers toit. He 
raves ſtrangely againi? the Government for not making him a 
Biſhop, (or clapping an honef} Dean over his head at leaſt). who- 
bravely raisd himſelf on the Ruines of Epiſcopacy, and ſprung up - 
a Muſhroom z« the fFreams of Royal Blood. He u the Mouth , 
of the Dioceſs, which he (as a very honeſt Gentleman once ob- 
ſeru'd) rides ; He talks highly againſt Pluralities, having not + 
above three Preferments himſelf, befides his Lordſhips Ear, "ys | 
| WHICH. , 
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which- he could collate another or two, but the miſchief of it s, 
be is a Man of a very tender Conſcience: He miderhand diſcou- 
rages all the Foneft C lergy who are for the preſent Government, 
and whiſpers their leaded Charatters to verifie the Satyriſts of 
- himſelf, Maxima quzque domus, Sc. little thinking how odi- 
ox a_one his own 1s among all good Men: He wines Tay him- 
ſelf fo traly a Primitive Chriſtian, that (to fatisfe the Conſci- 
ences of his Neighboars at their requefts ) with the beſt argu- 
.ments be could, he convinc'd them that it was unlawful to ſwear 
Allegiance to the then newly eſtabliſht preſent Government, to 
which ( for his part ) rather than take an Oath, he ſaid he would 
periſh: which indireftly guided (as mo? Men think ) 'a Razr 
fro one honeſt Fam Gentleman's Throat ; when himſelf im. 
mediately ſneaks down in private to hu Dioceſan, and takes the 

Oaths. | 
There's another two-leg'd thing, (whom Money has aduanc'd 
to one of the beſt Livings in England, and Ignorance with De- 
bauchery to Facobitiſm and good Company) that takes great de- 
light in his Hogſheads, which he endeavours to confomnd the 
Government of the Kingdom with, as well as (the only greater 
miracle) that of himſelf ; a crooked Fool (to be kind and ſparing) 
who underſtands Horſes, Poultry, and Teaſt, better thay Ham» 
mond, Grotius or the Aſſembly ; ſo perverſe and incurable in 
his ebitinacy againft Reaſon, that his Rickety Intebefluals ſeem 
to be condenft and fretted into Corporeal ſhape, ( though *tu 
range they ſhould wear no better together, when theſe are Iron, 
and that Braſs) for ha Perſon as well as Manners Kin ſome 
Mens days) weuld have been againf? the Canon. But ſuch Men 
ſhall be favrar'd with a concourſe 3 Clergy and Gentry to give 
themſelves the lie, ( fome of them bef? know for whoſe ſake) and 
wuch good may it do them. But cry a mercy for his good Ladys 
ſake fwto with him, Yto the wonder of alf Men makes. a compl;- 
cated* Month of May and December) and not to ſcandalize his 
.great Living, he vaunts hi Pedigree, the wooden a 
which 


The PREFACE: 
which both the Worm and Oven bave ſpard to this wery Day, if 
the College has been juft in cancelling the Tallies of his Anceſtors : 
He waunts it, but with that Modeſty all Men of Bravery do, who 
make their Honour ſhine brighter, by endeauouring to Eclizſe it 
themſelves : And therefore he is aſham'd to tell you be Ranks En- 
roll'd in Baker's Chronicle at Chriſt Church, which boaſts - his. 
Degrees and Reſidence for ſome-Tears, upon which account we muff 
allow him what he has ; for if his own Merit had not rais'd him 
(as 'tis evident it has) the Stewards and Butlers (the brighteſt 
Families of two of our three Kingdoms ) muſt have been kind to one 
murmur d in the Jame Trumpets of Fame. 
' Teould proceed tothe greater part of a great Neighbourhood of 
thy Stamp, and add to them their grateful Company, who indu- 
ſtrionfly promote ſegertie from the Church, under pretence of 
kindneſs to ber and her Miniſters, but theſe I think unworthy this 
place; and therefore I ſhall aſſign them one by themſelves, as they 
are Men ſo; who ſuffer in a badCauſe(which [ am ſure they always 
bad) for a good Conſcience, which T am ſure- the greateſt part of 
them never had; Nay, [ ſhall be fo tender of theſe.good Ortho- 

. dox-Men for Drinking, Oaths, and Devotion, that I l1 vonchſafe 
them a Legacy Mufortune made mine, an Image of the brave 
St, Thomas of Becket to be ſlic'd out into Rails and Banniſters 
to fence them from that ruder part of Mankind more barbarous 
than themſelves ; and if we can get but a good Painter, (for 
*twill never doelſe) I'd have them made Fair enough to be pray- 

_ 4d to, for certainly theſe Billets will intercede powerfully for thoſe 
they hear, and protect them from al/ Dangers Bodily and Ghoſtly. 

But 1 ſhall exceed the decency of thu Volume; and therefore 

I ſhall only add, That the Church of- England will never flouriſh 
in my Opinion, 'till ſuch Men as theſe, by a general Conſent, be 
Regiſtred in ber Kalender, as Judas iſcariot in the Goſpel, and. 
Pontius Pilate 7» the Creed, were before them, for great- | 
Pray God preſerve. her from ruining herſelf y' for 1 am verily-per- 
ſwaded, whenever her conſpicuous Fall comes (which God Jn 
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T1 ſhould live to ſee) it will be by her own Sons, though they 1t- 
berally beſtow Phanaticiſm #pon-thoſe, who now adays adorn and - 
juſtifie her mo# excellent, but declining (T am afraid) Commu- 
iow. Let all the World ſay what they will, "tis impoſſible ſhe 
: ſhould proſper (humanly ſpeaking )'til] theſe things be f amended 
that her.Candleſticks give more true Light to the World, and be 
wearer joyw'd together by Candour in the ſame Mind and Judg- 
ment. For my part, Towe the Original of my preſent Sentiments 
to-a Perſon of greater Quality, Virtue; and Learning, than to 
be aſham'd of them ; though I muſt needs confeſs, "they have been 
attended with leſs Encouragement, and worſer Circumſtances, thay 
'T could wiſh, yet more for the Cauſe than my ſelf. * For though 
(1 thauk.God) 1 am content to have been wormid out of | a poor 
- envied Livelyhood,- by Romiſh and Church Popery," ruſe T made 

a ſhew once (for I can'bring thoſe to teſtifie I at firft defign d no 
- more) of diſcovering ſomeaf their Rogaeries to the Earl of Port- 
land, hoping thereby to"take down their Inſolence and Heat" to 
Jome-Civility and Moderation; yet 1 cannot but a little refleft upon 
their .Triumph, who have had the Honour to be unjuſtly heard 
everywhere," againft any not of their own Faftion, mid be forry 
that ſome ſhould aft ſo contrary to their Intereſts,” and Obligati- 
ons, and - Authority, to favour thoſe, whoſe Principles firike not 
only at the - Deſtruition of the Church, but the © whole Nq- 
tion. - LEDIS . | ter 
Fell, (candid: Reader) 7 have tired thy Patiente* and my 
-own, and.yet not perſu d that Order and Method I intended thee! 
yet for no other 'reaſon, but becauſe when 1 once am Writing: 
(which yet - nothing - but Neceſſity brings me to) having had 1 
Advantages: but - of mean Education and Oratory, :my Deſign is 

 to0 ſoon lofi in-unforeſecn Matter and Length: And therefore I 
requef? thy Pardon, that I have not added (as T intended) ayreat - 
. mauy more: Motives: for my Heat in the enſuing Diſcourſe,” and 
:which (1 am. ſure) thou wouldeſt "grant to be juft Provocations 
t0 .an honef?, May, to ſpeak in the behalf of | bis Chureh, "King, 
w#nd Country. ESD 4 
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The PREFACE. 


fteries and two plain Truths of the laft Reigns, not long fince 


Publiſhed, and be not Blind and Faithleſs, but Belitving, only 
difclaim the ſcurrilous Stile, and perſonal Refleftion for the Pa- 
mily's ſake ; and then don't think, that for the ſake of a little 


worldly Wealth, Iriſh Armies and French Dragoons, without 


Taxes, would be a bleſſed Reformation. I ſhall only add, God 
grant, That His Majeſty's Galantry and Courage may be 
Crown'd with an honourable Peace, That his Enemies may be 
always found malicious Liars, That the Church of England . 
mayFlouriſh, And the whole Zxg/:/þ Conſtitution Shine through- 
out the World. 7have been very defeftive in a great many Ob- 
ſervations, but perhaps I may have leiſure (as I am afraid T ſhall) 
to be more particular and full than I am here: If I am, it will 
not be to ew my Parts (which I am ſenfible are very mean ac- 
cording to my Education) but my good Will and Afﬀettion to the 
preſent Government, to all honef# Men ; and particularly to the 
Church of England ,-the honour'd and efteemd Mother of 


Jo. Swanne. 


T he Bookſeller to the Reader. 
{ E Author would have added a preat deal-in this Diſ- 


courle (fome of which he ſpake when he Preach'd it) but 
he gave me the Original, and order'd me to keepto the Letter 


_ of it, that no Man might ſay, he has Publiſh'd what he did not 


Preach ; as ObjeQions are eaſily made, where Additions-and 
Alterations diſguiſe and reC&tifie. I am ſenſible forme things here 
he might have Polliſh'd to Advantage, and which indeed he 
intended, .but he foreſaw ſome Conſequences, which he was 
not willing to occaſion. lam 


Yours, G&c. 


PSAL., 
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that are thus ſet, znter alios eminuerunt, (lays the Commenta- 
.tor) have ſomething more than ordioary in them, being 
more eminent than thie reſt, for the occaſion or matter of 
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PSAL. xxXv. 2, 
For all they that hope in thee hall not be 
be aſhamed: "But ſuch as tranſgreſs with= 
out a cauſe ſhall be. put to Confuſion. | 


— HIS Pſalm is of thoſe, -whoſe Verſes begin with the 
Letters, according to the order of the Hebrew Alpha- 


BM. _ ber, and therefore are called the Alphabetick Plalms; 


for there are other ſuch, though they don't proceed (I confeſs) 
all in the fame manner. Whether this method fitted them 
more peculiarly for the Muſical air of the Author, or the Let- 


ters initiating in a due and regular ſequeace, to affiſt and help 


the memory, is at moſt but uncertainty, the Rab5ins them- 
ſelves confeſſing to know no reaſons, nothing of the matter. 


However, thus much we may gueſs at, perhaps poſitivel 
affirm, without the danger of errer or miſtake, That thoſe 


them. by BE 
This Pfalm (among, the reſt) was compos'd by - David, 
when he was grievouſly afflicted, and lay under. very inſup- 
portable fears and difficulties, from the melancholly apprehen- 


| ſions of the probable ſucceſſes and triumphant malicious wick-' 


edneſſes that might attend his unjuſt Enemies, who had made 
themſelves fo without any ain from him, and was __ 


At <A 4h Woe 


Mt. 


4 A Thankegiving Sermon. 
fore their fault in his misfortunes : For he very paſſionately 
requeſts of God, and by God alone, to bedefended from the-in- 
: ſults and reproaches of thoſe, who purſu'd his innocence with 
rankled hatred, at laſt breaking out into the putrified and 
noiſom political Ulcers of Publick 1njury, and open war, a- 
gainſt both his Kingdom attd life. And becaule he was ſenſible 
that his own ſins might in all probability give thoſe of his 
Enemies the advatitzge of- puniſhing his, fo that Rebelfion - 
ſhould be the ſcourge of his Adultery-; he therefore humbly 
requeſts God to pardon his Offences, and receive him into 
favour, whoſe providential-hand- he © (no queſtion) ſaw in the 
miſeries that:were likely enough deſign'd to ſucceed againſt. 
him. {3 fe 
' One would think it compos'd, when AZ/alom brake out in- 
| to open Rebellion, for he very earneſtly begs pardon fox his 
Wickedneſſes throughout it, and. deprecates God's Judgments 
which they deſerv'd; it ſhould ſeem probable too, that he 
begs God to forgive him one particular Sin, which he con- 
fefles to be great (ver 10.) perhaps the Adultery with Bath. 
ſheba accompanied with the - murder of her Lord, for which 
bad Example and Scandal, as well as diſhonour both to others 
and himſelf, who ſhould have been the ProteQor of Inno- 
cence, and a SanQuary from Violence, according 'to the Pro- 
phecy of Nathan, he was by his wicked Son, his own Bowels, 
ſtrip'd of his Kingdoms and : Royalty both together, and was 
- glad to ſecure himſelf by a precipitate and haſty flight, leſt 
the Ambitious Rebel who ow'd his Being and Life inſtru- 
mentally to him, ſhould make ſo bold as to take away the 
Author's, no leſs his own Father than the Lord's Anointed, 
2 Sam. 15.14. 2 &, 
Perhaps (I ſay) The Palm was composd upon ABbſalow's 
Rebellion ; or after he was ſo ſeverely reproy'd by the Prophet 
for his ſcandalous complicated. Vice of Blood; and Luſt, when, 
he ſtept:to- one grievous evil by rhe help of another, __ 
| DT Davi 
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David:/Fays in'the'10 ver. of 'the Pſalm wherein is the Text, 
For thy names ſake. O' Lord, be merciful unto my fin for it is 
great: ; which ſeems too to- imply ſome one particular Vice. 
.For what. other great Wickedneſs or Sin indeed could he 
mean by this, who perhaps in all the occurreaces of his Life 
was guilty of no notorious Crimes, excepting this - of  Bath- 
ſheba, and his numbering of the Peoples. And we know very 
well-chat for the numbring_ of the People, the Peſtilence, his 
own. choice, -came&to ſcourge - his confidence in the Atm of 
Fleſh, and to make him humble, and there is not . the leaſt 
hint in this Pſalm, that looks favourably that way : From 
whence we can't but conclude, rhat, in that paſſage (Be mer- 
ciful unto my fin, for it is great) the- Prophet muſt refer 
to his ſlaying the Innocent, and taking his Wite to himſelf, 
and not to his numbring the People, ſince there is not any 
paſſage in the whole Pſalm, that will give us the wreſted l:- 
berty. to interpret it ſo. = 3B 

I ſhall but looſe time to diſpute, why the Alphabetical 
Plalms proceeded after different methods, and why ſome of 
them, as this, are deficient in fome of the Letters, ſo that I 
ſhall aſſign fuch' ſeeming defects to the Author, who did not 
oblige himſelf to fuch confin'd Niceties, but that he could 
puriue.the intention of his mind,* wholly as to the matter, and 
omit the uninterrupted form of Letters, where the words 
did not conveniently offer themſelves. 
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. _ The beginning of the Pſalm, which is indeed the Context, 
= you may eaſily obſerve to be a Prayer; ©nto thee O Lord 
will 1 lift up my Soul, agreeable to the definition of it, which 


is a lifting up of the Soul or Mind to God; and the Hebrew 
Future tenſe (7 will lift, &e. )-implys, that the Prophet 

. wauld continue the A into a. Habit ; (z. e.) that he would 
naticeaſe lifting up his Soul to God : ——9 /et me not be con- 

founded. therefore, ſays the Prophet, neither let mine enemies 
triumph-over me. _ - CEO. Th | 
| (2 
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The Context thus very. briefly explain'd, obviouſly offers 
to our Conſideration, two ſomewhat different, but yet current 
Senles and Interpretations of the Prophets meaning in the 
Text, eſpecially the former partof it; rx. That all they 
that hoped in God ſhould not be atham'd, from his Juſtice and 
care over good Mean ; and conſequently, that Ins Enemies 
ſhould be confounded, becauſe by their breaking out inte 
publick As of Violence againſt him, they openly. profeſt 
themſelves mot to lift up their Souls to God, nor put their 
truft in him, nor hope in him, {0 that David in theſe words - 
might ſeem to have ſomething of a Propherical aſſurance of 
being deliver'd from the Affliftions that threatned him, from 
his kaowledpe, that thoſe who prepar'd to appear againſt him, 
did not hope in God, ſince they muſt neceſſarily diveſt them- 
ſelves of their Hope and Confidence in God, who had caſt off 
all their Duty and Allegiance to his Vice-gerant ; their not 
Arbitrary Prince, one who was ſo far from oppreſſing his 
People, contrary to the Laws, that be was the ProteQtor of 
them ; the Darling of Providence, aud a Man after Gods owy 
Heart. If in this ſenſe we take the words, they are to run 
as if he had ſaid, Let me wot be confounded, neither let mine 
Enemies triumph over me, for all they that hope in thee fhall 
not be aſhamed, (i.e) 1 am aſſured Lord, that mine Enemies 


ſhall not triumph over me, bat ſhall be aſhamed and put to con- 
fafton, becauſe their unnatural rebellion renders them deſtitute 


of thy grace, ſo that they do not hope in thee __ Or, 2, Per- 
haps David knowing the ſincerity of his own Heart, and that 
he repented him truly of his Sins, and put his full truſt: only - 
io Gods Mercy, might make this Concluſion, O let me wot be 
confounded, &c. 1 put my full truſt aud confidence in thy favour, 
and hope in thee; 1 fincerely repent, and therefore, TI beg favour, 
and am aſſured of it. Thus David tells us, Pſal.22. 4, 5: Ohr © 
Fathers hoped in thee ; they truſted in thee, and thou didF deli. 


ver them.” They called upon thee, and were bolpen, they put © 
their truſt in thee, and were not confounded. © Both 
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- - Both the Seances you ſee theſe Words admit of, in my Ap- 
prehenſion run ſmoothly enough without the leaſt Nirainirg : 
For either David hoped God would deliver him' from his At- 
flictions for the Wickedneſs of thoſe that brought them upon 


him, or <lſe for his own Innocency ; which in ſhorr, arc an + 


Abridgment of. the two Meanings I have obſerv'd to be in the 
former part of. the Text: and it it ſhould admit of bur one, 
I am arguing againſt the Fault I have run into, of Prevarica- 
tioa and Double-dealing, which the Commentary tells us, is the 
Tranſgreiſing without a Cauſe, Mala prevaricantes fine cauſa.The 
latter part of the Text, For all they that hope in thee ſhall uot be a- 


ſhamed, but ſuch astranſgreſs without aCauſe: ſhall be put to Confuſion. 


f ſhall nor ſtand to conſider the latter part of the Verſe,'ill in ics 
proper place for good and all, leſt the StruRure ſhould ſeem to be 


obſcur'dby the IntroduQion to it,but ſhall make ſuch obſervati- - 
ons as are pertinent and agreeable to the deſign of the former | 


part of. the Text. 


” 
, 


As Firſt, That a good Man may with Modeſty and Reaſon, 
p:ſſionately intreat God to deliver him from thoſe Dangers thar 
ſeem to threaten him, from the Deſigns and Actions of thoſe 
that are his Enemies ; and chat it is lawful-by the Example of 
the Prophet to pray tor their Conluſion'; by which-yet, 1 mean 


no more, then that their wicked Deſigns may not take Effe&, 


to undo a private Perſon unjuſtly ; much leſs to the Deſtru- 


ion of thole, who are entruſted with the publick Authority 


of the People, to Govern them with Juſtice, Peace, and Laws ; 


_ and yet, leaſt of al!, tothe utter Subverſion of a lawful Eſta- 


bliſhmeat, both in Church and State, and the unhinging of a 
ſetled Government and Prince, by the wicked Contrivances of 
Difaffetion, or the Aſſiſtance of foreiga Aids ; the neceſſary 
Conſequence of which mult be inſupportable Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion. Not that I ſhall juſlfie any unchriſtian Severities 


towards thoſe that injure us, of what Profeſſion or Perſivaſi- 


on ſoever they ares Juſtice, and the. urmoſt Severity being 
allowable only in ſuch caſes, where the Go2d of the Publick 


Communaity does of necefiity require it Amongſt 


A | Thankegiving Sermon. _ " 


Amongſt others of David's Broyls, you may find him in 
{me Inſtaaces extreamly Paſſionate, towards thoſe'who were 
his Enemies, even to the pouring out of very fower Impreca- 
tions againſt them. Who ever read ſuch bitter Curſes, as he 


prays may light on his Enemies, Pſalm 55. 16. Let Death ſeize . 


them, and let them go down quick into Hell, Pal. 69. 29. Let 
them be blotted out of the Book of the Living, and not be writ- 
ten with the Righteous. © Plal. 109.6. 8. Let their Prayer be 
turned into Sin ; Let his Children be Fatherleſs, and his Wife a 
Widow. q: 
Should theſe and the like Imprecations fall from a Modern 
Tongue, we ſhould preſently cenſure them for want of Chari- 
ty ; and we might juſtly doit, becauſe God has not given us 
Commiſſion to curſe our Enemies as he did David. | 
Chriſtianity has ſet Religion to a ſweeter Tune, the moſt in- 
jurious Afﬀront is to be repaid with Bleſſings, and we are tore- 
turn nothing but Prayers and Forgiveneſs tor the moſt virulent 
and wounding Opprobry, provided they are direted only 
againſt our private Perſons, and don't give us Jealouſie to 1n- 
terpret them as Affronts to the Publick Community, as well 
as our ſelves; in which caſe perhaps 'tis neceſſary, nay, 1 am 
very poſitive it is our Duty, to have recourſe to the Magi- 
ſtracy and Government then in being, to redreſs the Afronts 
done to themſelves, without which there would be but ver 
little Security to any Conſtitution in the World ; which by its 
own ſilent Connivance in things of this nature, will but de- 
clare Toleration and Impunity, and make a publick Profeſſion 
of their precarious Authority, by what Sins 1t 1s too weak or 
too fearful to correQ; which in eftet, encourages under 
hand the Impieties of Men, the very contrary Reaſon and 
' Motive of the Original Inſtitution of Government, which 
was to reform and diſcountenance the Evil, to proteR and ſhine 
upon the good Aﬀions of Men; and otherwiſe uſing 
its Authority is but to abule it, and bear the Sword 1n vayo. 
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A Thanksgiving Sermon. - 9 

I know there are ſome Perſons and ſome Caſes under this 
Denominatioh, and of this kind, that Nature and Conſcience 
oblige us to deal very tenderly withal; becauſe Ignorance, which 
is its own Puniſhment, may. be kd iatd unwary Extravagan- 
cies, and Zeal not according to Knowledge, by the bad Ex- 


affples of others, whoſe Ill-will and Malice agaiaſt a Cauſe, 


has defac'd their more mature Judgments, the ſtrength of their. 
Paſſions, unhappily overballancing (by the help of Prejudice) 


- that of their Reaſons. Bur, 


Secondly, To juſtifie our Prayers againſt thoſe that are our 
Enemies, it is neceſſary that we ſhould be very well aſſured 
that they are engaged in an 111 Cauſe, and are Men of ill Prin- 
ciples ; otherwiſe perhaps, we may take the wrong fide, and 
pray againſt that which is indeed the Cauſe of God, and which 


he has deſign'd to punifh us by ; which is an Obſervation that 


flows direaly from the Words, For all they that hope in thee 


 fhall not be aſhamed ; for if this be true, (as no queſtion it is) 


when we beg of God to deliver us from the Machinations and 
Deſigns of thoſe whoſe Intereſt he has eſpouſed, we do but 
invite him to act againſt himſelf ; than which, nothing can be 
more abſurd to imagine of the Deity, that he ſhould be the 
Patron of Wickedneſs, and himſelf at the ſame time, who has 
aſſured us, that a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot - 
ſtand, and that he who is Truth, is incapable of a Lye. So 
thatl take it to be one requiſite and neceſſary Qualification in 


_ him that zealouſly offers up his Petitions to God againſt his E- 
. nemies, that they may not Triumph over him, as the Con- 
. rext expreſſes it ; that he muſt be very well aſſured they, viz. 


his Enemies, are Men of ill Principles, and ſo conſequently 
that they are engaged in an ill Cauſe againſt him, what ſpeci- 
ever they may make of their being in the 


right, - f 
D Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, and Laſtly, A Man that would have any eomfort- 
2ble Aſſurance, that God will anſwer his Prayers againſt his E- 
nemies, ought to be very well ſatisfied of his own Innocence 
and [ntegrity, and that he has not deſerved what their utmoſt 
Malice can imagine for him; or at leaſt, that whatſoever 
Wickedneſſes he has been guilty of,he reſolves immediately to. 
repent of them, and reform his Lite ; as David lays in ano- 
ther place, that his Enemies riſe up againſt hini, without any | 
Offence or Fault of his, but he will give up himſelf unto Pray- 

er : Not that I intend by this,that thoſe who are Wicked ſhould 

not pray againſt Misfortunes, which would debar them of the 
beſt means of becoming better ; bur that the ſureſt way to make 
their Friend, 1s to become pious, the Prayers of the Wicked 
being an Abomiaation to him : though I amſenbble, it is very 
natural for thoſe who have not utterly caſt off al thoughts of 
God and Religion, upon the Apprehenſton of impending Judg- 

ments, to ſollicite by earneſt Devotion, a Deliverance from 
them ; though what tolerable Aſſurance bad Men can have of 
their Requeſts being anſwered, when they deprecate. the Sins 


of themlelves, as well as others at the ſame time, is what I 
here queſtion. | 


Beſides, he that prays againſt the Sins of other Men, that 
he does too continually commit, implicitely prays againſt 
himſelf, and can beg God heartily: no more to-be his Patron 
and Defence, than that of his Enemies, whole Wickedneſles 
his own ſeem to juſtifie. And what reaſonable Confidence can 
that Man have of his being heard who. is wicked bimfelf, 
againſt the Wickedneſſes and Faults of others, who, (if he 

\ knows any thing) may find fuch frequent Inſtances in Scri- 
pture, of God's puniſhing the Sins-of fome Men and Bodies 
Politick eſpecially, by the Sins of others. I ſhall not affirm 
neither,that the juſt Man's Prayer ſhall be always heard againft 
Wickedneſs it elf, it being a great Inſtance and Myſtery of 


God's 
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God's Providence ſometimes, to try the Vertnes of his Peo- 
ple, to make them better, more eminently and refolvedly 
Good. N50] | 
A larger Theme would here offer it ſelf to our Confiderati- 
on, than I ſhall at preſent diſcuſs, left I detain you too Jong 
from the Application of what has been already ſaid from the 
Words; which after a ſhort Paraphraſe upon the latter part of 
the Text, I deſign to enter upon, which is this, But /ach as 
tranſgreſs without a Cauſe ſhall be put to Confuſton. 
Upon which I might make ſome Remarks that would not 


be Foreign to the Purpoſe, and perhaps, deſign of the Pro. 
phet, excepting the occaſion of this Day, for the fake of 


which, I ſhalt content my ſelf to follow the moſt general and 


ſmooth Senſe. | | ; 
And that is, That David makes this the hopeful Concluſion 


of his Troubles, that his Enemies ſhould not triumph over 
him apon theſe ſolid Grounds, becauſe they tranſgreſled againſt 
him without a Cauſe ; he concluded God's Mercies to him in 
their Confuſion, becauſe he had not violated any Laws, which 
himfelf was to govern by, and his People obey ; but that 
he had always been the Patron of Vertue, and the ProteQor 
of Innocence ; and therefore, whatſoever Reaſons they offer- 
ed for their taking up Arms againſt him, they were not to be 
admitted as ſuch, but as glorious Pretences to guild over their 
devoitt Knavery withal, David did notexa@ thoſe Laws upon 
his People, which himſelf would not be confined to, and make 
bimſelf Abfolute afrd Great upon the Ruines and Liberties of 
' his Subjects ; and therefore. he 15-aſſut'd of God's being the 
Patron of his Cauſe, who wentld: therefore thake his Enemies 
aſbamed.; for the fame Word is uſed by Commentators for 
Shame and Confuſion, as indeed they both go together. To 
the ſame purpoſe David ſays (Pſal. 35. 7, 10.) For they have 
privily laid a net to deſtroy me without a cauſe, yea, even with- 


out 4 cauſe have they made a pit for my Soul. 
, D 2 | * Though 
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Though his mercy and good Nature extended to. Bone of 
bis bone, and Fleſh of bis fleſh more particularly, which may 


| ſeem rather to- argue his affe&tion, than inclihation to pity 


and forgive, yet are they not the le(s obſervable, conſidering 
the Crimes and Confſpiracies, which he ſo readily and fo ott- 
en pardon'd ; the chief ator of which, who, flew from the 
hand of Juſtice for his ſpecious murder, was no ſooner re- 
turn'd, but received into favour with kind and obliging falu- 
tation, after David's faint denial of his' preſence for a little 
time only, leſt he ſhould ſeem to countenance and patronize - 
his Faulrs. And when afterwards under the glorious pretence 
and umbrage of Religion, he had fo far infinuated himſelf 
into the Aﬀe@tions of the People, that Ignorance for the moſt 
part unanimouſly proclam'd him Head of the Holy League 
againſt their Juſt and Merciful Prince, in which he miſerably 
periſhed ; how paſſionately does David reſent and bewail his 
Death? The Hiſtory of which you have at large in the Se» 
cond of Sam. 13. 14. 15.16. 17.and 10. Chapters. 


But I ſhall detain you no longer here, coming now to 
make an Application of what has been ſaid from the words, 
with relation to the preſent Solemnity, the Reaſons of our 
meetivg together at this time, which have been the Mercies 
of God towards a ſinful People, the whole Proteſtant, that is, 
the True Chriſtian Religion for its Principles over the Earth : 


Whoſe Mercies we are come together to Celebrate, That we 


are not confounded, and that our Enemies do not Triumph over 
us, We are Aſſembled, 7o life up our Souls unto God, to hope 
in him, that we-may not be aſhamed; and to praiſe him, that 


| ſuch as have Trauſgrefſed againſt us, without a Cauſe, bave been 


put to Confuſion. 


Fir# 


—_ > 
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Fir then, If David's Example may be drawn into pra- 


iſe, of.praying againſt the Deſigns and Contrivances of 


Wicked Men againſt a Lawful Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State.; What great reaſon have we to pray againſt the Dam- - 
nable Deſigns of thoſe Men, who have always made a Religion 


of Blood and Murder2 Who have laid cutting of Throats to 


St. Peter's door, ſo that his pretended Succeſlors (the Popes ef 
Rome) SanCtifie Inhumanities for the ſake of Chriſt, and call 
Aſſaſſination the Cauſe of God. 


I need not tell you the freſh inſtance of the Piety of the 
Church of Rome, and what Methods ſhe has ſo lately taken 
to bleſs us. with her Bloody hands, and to convert us to what 
they call the Catholick Religion, as if that that ſtrips Men of 
their innate Vertues, their Humanity and Pity were ſuch, as I 
am ſure the Romz/h Religion does. I need not, I fay, tell you. 
the late inſtance of rhe Church of Romes Piety to us, which 
would repreſent me (who am a Stranger) either too wiſe in 
my on} Conceit, in my implicit inſinuating your ignorance, 
or too ignorant in your Conceits, who muſt reaſonably ima- 
gin, that this great Wickedneſs contriv'd in Corners, is not 
at this time of day conceal'd fo, perhaps in any place of a- 
ſRoniſh'd Exrope, at the Barbarity of its deſign. God knows, 
I ſhould be ſo far from agravating the Helliſh Conſpiracy if 
| could. but ſpeak modeſtly of it, that I ſhould be very wil- 
ling to hope thoſe who were concern'd in it, for my Charity 
to them, were very well afſur'd that their Cauſe was juſt, or 
that their Igaorance and Pious Zeal actuated them to it ; but 


_ the Fact, or rather the Deſign it ſelf will give no Man room 


for Chriſtian Charity or Humanity it ſelf, that is not endu'd 
with the Chriſtian Vertues in a very great and tranſcendent 
meaſure: And who is it indeed that knows the depth of this 
Damnable Plot, that can imagin the Intent and Circumſtan, 


ces of it will admit of the ſofteſt Aggravations? unleſs he be 
aſſored at the fame -rifhe, that Ifmpitt "ſhould be erown'd 


with Martyrdom, and that the Bloodieſt AQs of Injuſtice and = 


Cruelty, may repreſent Men fighters of rhe Loyd's Barrles, 
and that Murder is juſtifiable, and for the fake of God. . 


Which brings re naturally to rhe Second | Obſervation and 
Application of it : WS mg me” > ; 

Which is, That it is neceſſary to juſtifie our Prayets a- 
4in{t thoſe that are our Enemies, that we ſhould be very 
well aſſured that they are eogaged in an ill Cauſe, and are 


Men of ill Priticiples. 


Now if Univerfality and Conſent, two things which the 
Church of Reme has always ſo proudly and vainly arrogated 
to her ſelf, will argue any thing for us (as they confidently 
ſay it does for them) that thoſe who contriv'd this Damna- 
ble Conſpiracy, were engag'd in an ill Cauſe, I am very 
confident we have then, when almoſt all the Chriſtian. Prin- 
ces in EFnrope, as I am told, are voluntarily entering and en- 
gaging themſelves in that Aſſociation, which was firſt begun 
by our Loyal and Wiſe Parliament, which juſtifies Their and 
Our Caufe ; and the greateſt part of theſe too, are ſuch who 
have upon all occafions too manifeſtly declared theifiſelves the 
Arieſt Votaries to the Roman Church, and whol am certain 
would be glad to eſtabliſh it amongſt us, though they abhor the 
'Villanies of thoſe Men, who would do it by Fire, Sword, and 
Deſolation ; methods perhaps which they have heretofore very 


modeſtly refus'd if at all, only now ours is the common Cauſe of 
Europe, againſt the Publick Eneiny of the Liberties of it. Can 


we itnagin the King of Spain would eſpouſe our Proteſtant 
Quatrel fo heartily, did he not look upon it to be jult, who 
-has always been (I need not tell you) ſo profuſe. a Bigot and 
"Yotary to the Roman Church, that he has extravagantly ſpilt 
the 
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the Blood of his Subjects, and. dwindled his Monarchy into 


nothing almoſt (thanks to us) for, ber ake and inther defence 2 . 


Can we think that he, who eſtabliſhes Popery by the Bloody 


* Taquifition, would not be very hearty in the Cauſe of our 


Late King, did he not know, that he quitted his Governmenr, 
not barely becauſe he was a Papiſt, bur becauſe he was endea- 
vouring to ſubvert all the Fundamental Laws of his then King- 
doms, and introduce an Arbitrary Power into them by the Ex- 
ample and Aſliſtance of his dearly beloved Brother and Cou- 
ſin Lews the XIV. And for my part, that he was a Papiſt, 
in my apprehenſion was the leaſt ' of his Crimes, but for his 
utmoſt indeavours to introduce Popery contrary to the known 
Laws, I grant to be among them ; for I heartily profeſs, that 
I think we are bound by all the Sacred Ties of Conſcience and 
Religion to obey the Supream Magiſtrate of what Religion 
or Profeſſion himicl {oever, where he does not command 
thivgs contrary: to the known Laws of God or Men; and I 
think we ought to pity our own.Happineſs in the Misfortunes 
of thoſe, who have depriv'd"*themfelves of their own, by their 
miſtaken and imprudent pretences of Zeal. 

But [ ſhall nat enter into this Argument, kit I ſhould feem 


to- exceed my Provinee, and 7ranſgref-mithout a Cauſe, on- 
ly I sflirm, that if the cauſe of true Religion agaioft a Falſe and 


Kdalatrons Worthip, arid the defence of a juſt: Authority againſt 
the Incroachments of Arbitrary Power, be a juſt Cauſe, I am 
ſure. ours is ſo ; nor do | barely affirm it ;' the firſt has been 
abundantly prov'd to the ſhame of Popery, and the later is 
evident, 'from that Eſtghhftrment amongſt us for fome Gene- 
rations; excepting the diſcontinuance by. our own unnatural 
Wickedneſles for fome time only, when Phanaticifon piouſly 


murder'd the beſt of Chiſtian:Kings, the only thing that could 


| gue room for the beppy. Milſeries we atpreſent lie under : It 


Innocent to. rats, but the living Innocent to inevitable 


4s agreeable with; then Reforming GodlineGG,/ not: only: to put 
Fe” 
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Deſpair, who were forc'd to embrace the Popiſh Religion, ' that 
they might not ſtarve by their own, and this any Man may 


eaſily ſee to have been the cauſe of all our Diſtra@ions 


ſince. | 

And. thus I think it is evident, that thoſe who will be our 
Enemies, whether we will or no, are engag'd 10 an ul! Cauſe, 
which will juſtifie our hearty endeavours againſt their Defigns 
to eſtabliſh ir. Which implies in it my Application of che 
Third and Laſt Obſervation, Y7z. af, 


- That thoſe who can reaſonably expe the (ſucceſs of their 
Prayers to God againſt their Enemies, to abate their Pride of 
Right, aſlwage their rankled- Zeal of Malice, and confound 
their Plets of Piety and Devices, ought. to be well aſſured of 
their own Innocence and Integrity. 

And what unkindneſs or ſeverity I pray you, have we been 
guilty of, againſt thoſe who are Enemies to the preſent Go- 
vernment, and us I hope, unleſs that we would not volunta- 
_ ry deſtroy the Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, ſubmit to 
perpetual Slavery, and entail bondage for ever upon our free 
Poſterity 2 But we ſhould be brave if we could do this, very 


tamely brave indeed ; If we could fell our own Liberties; if we. 


could fide with that Inhumane Monſter who invited the Turks 
to beliege Yiema; if we would juſtifie the King of France's 

 {tizing the Principality of Oravge, turning the Duke of Lor- 
rain out of his Countrys, invading Holland, Dragooning his 
own Proteſtant SubjeAs, and ſupporting the Turk the profeſ- 
ſed Enemy as well as himfelf of Chriſtendom, with Men and 
— Mony: If we could flatter and ſubmit Fo that ſwoollen 
Prince, who can deſtroy perpetual and irrevocable Edidts, and 
has always been troubled with ſuch a ſcurvy Itch of coveting 
his Neighbours Countries, that he has tri'd all ways to get a 
Cure though by breaking Leagues, and trampling down all the 
Feaces of Right : If we would juſtifie the Inveſting and Seiz- 
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-this, I ſolemnly profeſs, I fay no _ than what I take to be 
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'Seizing upon Strasburg, when by. fair Promiſes and /Jarge 
Aſſurances, of maiataining a fair. underſtanding with, the Enz+ 


-peror and Imperial Towns, he had lull'd. them aſleep, - and 


tempted them to ſend away the Guards: It we ſhould (tv 
compleat the reſt) enter into a Confederacy with him, that 


has overturn'd all that is Sacred, has demoliſh'd Temples, fir'd - 


the Habitations of the Living, and violated the Monuments 
of the Royal dead 3 If we could do all this I ay, we could 
be brave, wickedly brave indeed. But God forbid that we 


ſhould ever pretend to juſtifie-our ſelves from ſach Principles 


as theſe, or the leaſt favour and encouragement to them, or 
endeavouring to bring the Actor of them amonſt us, to bleſs 
us again once more with our more Mericles, Frexch Lurda- 


nes, All the World knows by what injuſt ſteps of Butchery: 


and Violence that Prince has. arrived to that Greatneſs and 
Infolence, which at preſent-ſo ſtrangely dazles the Eyes of the 


' World, that ſome Men will not believe him to be but Ver- 


tuous, becauſe he is Great. Some Men will not believe "but 
it was gloriouſly done, to ſtrip the poor Duke of .Savoy of 


his Dominions, becauſe he was willing to be peaceable; and 


declare for neither fide ; and that.it was as pious a Deſign 
he was concern'd in of Aſlaſſinating our Preſent King : But I 
hope, it is the beſt thing that ever was done to open the 
Eyes of Europe, and that ſuch mean and baſe Contrivances as 
theſe are pregnant Demonſtrations and Preludes, to the ham- 


bling of that. Haughty Monarch, who has fo long trampled 


upon Europe, and abus'd it by Blood and Treachery. 

I would by no means be thought by this to exaſperate any 
of you, who are Friends. to the Government, againſt thoſe 
who are not, for I know the Chriſtian Religion is ſo far from 
allowing us to Perſecute thoſe who hate us, that it forbids us to 
hate them who perſecute us ; and if any one —___ lgnorance 
or Prejudice (not:me I mean but my Words) ſhould imagin 


the 
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the downright Truth, and if I had that deſign, perhaps I 
might have added a great deal more, without the leaſt in- 
jury or detraQion to him, that has as juſtly deſerv'd to be 
the Scorn of Europe, as he has endeayour'd to be a Plague 
and Incendiary both to it and Chriſtendom. Our Caule. 
might have been very unjuſt indeed, it what ſome Men ſay 
be true; who when the Plot broke our, had ſome of them the 
impudence to ſay, that it was a contrivance of the Kings, to 
exaſperate the Country againſt thoſe who are diſaffeed to 
the Government, leaſt they ſhould diſturbe the Peace in his 
Abſence : But (God be prais'd) the proof was fo plain a» 
gainlt them, from thoſe of their own fide too, that thoſe who 
juſtly fuffer'd for their Temerity and Wickednefs, voluntart 
ly confeſt the Crimes alledgd'againſt them, or elſe we ſhould 
have been. told for ever that the Plot was State- Policy and 
Contrivance. ; 4 bg | 

But the Conſpiracy is ſo glaringly evident to all the World, 
that the great H=or and greater, I am unwilling to fay what 
of Europe, would very fain infinuate a belief into the Neutral 
Princes, that they were not concern'd in it, though before 
the diſcovery of it; they could ſcarce forbear confidently. re- 
porting, or very ſtrongly implying, that the Prince of Oraxge 
(for fo they call our King): was dead, and an Invaſion upon 
England' had ſucceeded, though all their Flourifhes are prov'd 
to be nothing but elaborate Lies. 48 | 

But F would not be tedious, thus tedious, if I could avoid 
it, and that I would not be much more ſo, obliges me to o- 
mit ſome very material Remarks, which, the Truth of it 1s 
too, I am aſham'd to make. So that I come now to the laſt 
Obſervation, which will flow from the latter part of the Text, 
with Relation to the Occaſion of our preſent Meeting, But 
ſuachias tranſgreſs without a cauſe, ſhall be put to confuſion. _ 


That thole then- who were to have been'the T ragical Actor : 
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of this Bloody Scene, ' are put to Confuſion, | think ( God be 
Ppraiſed) ther own ſhame: ſaves me the expenſe of proving, ſo 
that-I ſhall enquire only, whether they did not engage them-. 
ſelves in this Villany, without any provocation from us, and 
{9, . conſequently, whether they did not Tranſgreſs without a 


* Cauſe? + 


There can be but Two Reaſons pretended for this, that 1 
know of, by the Enemies of the Government, The one Con- 
ſcience, and the: other our Severity to them. 

And in the Firſt place, Can any Man have the Face to guild 
ſuch Crimes as theſe over with pretended Conſcience 2 The- 
Church of Rome indeed can, but that thoſe of our Church 
ſhould, is very ſtrange to me. But however, Iam very much 
miſtaken, if what 1 am about briefly to relate, does not utter- 
ly overthrow. the pretences of Conſcience, .and prove that it 
15 not this, and an honeſt regard to Right, as they every where 
proclaim it ; that is the reaſon of their diſſatisfaQtion with the 
Government. ; 6 . 

They have repreſented the King, as a Dutch Nero, a Datch 
Monſter, a Dutch Devil, . a Trader in barbarous Murders, hel- 
lik Lies, damn'd Confpiracies, an Oppreſlor of his Country, 
a Baniſher of his Father, a Seiſer of his Kingdoms, and fo no- 
torious an Incendiary, that he has put the whole World into 
Flames, They. have brought the late Queen's Ghoſt upon the 
State, to repreſent him a perfect Atheiſt ; and yet at the ſame 
time (which is a favour, that' they will allow him to profeſs 
ſomething) they inform us, that whenheentred into the Con- 
federacy, he 'took the Sacrament thereupon, at the great 
Church in Bruſſels, and faithfully promiſed: the Pope to pro- 
mote the' Rowiſh Religion in England. Next, they have ex- 
poſed him in the Habit of a Cut-throat and a Poyſoner, con- 
triving to get rid_of thoſe two dangerous Perſons, the Prince 

and Princels of Denmark, by dropping ſomething into the Li- 
= quor 
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quor of the Prince, .or by ſending the Princeſs and her Brat, 
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( for that's the word) packing. All theſe very Words they have 


_ - favour'd the World with in Print ; and F'll leave it to you all, 


to any Man of any Profeſſion ſoever, and Candor together ; 
Fil leave it to you to judge, whether a good Conſcience, ' and 


ſo much il] Nature and Falſhood, can inhabit and centrein'the ' 


the ſame Perſon, or no 2 When Conſcience, which is both a 
tender and a modeſt thing, no more fufters a Man to forge a 
Lye, than to break an Oath ; no more thus to defame and ſpeak 
evilof a Man, than to plunder him; no'more to make a vile 


Repreſentation, than to cut a Mans Throat; you may be 


competent Judges in the caſe, Whether Conſcience really lies 
at the bottom of Mens difaffeQtion to the Government >. I 
cannot but take notice too, that all this filthy verbal Murder; 
is reputed to be the Off-ſpring of the Nor juring Clergy, for 
whole ſakes I ſhould be glad to hope againſt Convidtion, that 
there were nothing in what I have fatd, or at leaſt to conceal 
it , but Modeſty it ſelf cannot forbear. I think my felf 
oblig'd to pay the greateſt Reſpefs to thoſe, who refuſe the 
Oaths for Conſcience ſake,if they behave themſelves with that 


Tendernefs, and Decency, in all other Caſes that Conſcience 


does require ; but what reaſon have we to believe that Man, 


' who pretends Conſcience againſt the Government, and the 


fame time takes all opportunities, by reproachtul and bitter 
Language, to expreſs his devout Railery and Imprecations a- 
g41aſt all that are not of his ſide ; which implies a ſecret ma- 
licious-defire of Revenge, and that all that ſubmit tothe Go- 
vernment' have no Conſcience at all ; which kind Charity, in 
efte&, damns the greateſt part of the Nobility, Gentry, Cler- 
gy, and Commonalty of the three Kingdoms. There is another 
fcandalous Evil of this kind, but perhaps greater in its Effet, 


which one would think ordinary Prudence ſhould teach Men 
to corre, viz, The Railery of. ſome of the Clergy' againſt 


the Government, who have taken the  Oaths to it ;/which 
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is the way to make the World believe that they have no Con- 
ſcience at all, or that they really think an Oath to be no Oblt- 
gatipn, which contradids all that they have heretofore, perhaps, 


ſofrequently aſſerted of it. - 
- And who ſhall believe that Mans Words, who profeſſedly- 


_ tells the World, he does not believe himſelf? Nor would I 


have any one imagine I have ſaid ſo much out of Raſhneſs and : 
Diſafte&tion to the Church, for I have ſeen the pernicious - 
Conſequences of theſe things in ſeveral Inſtances; and-I am - 
ſure, at this time of day more eſpecially, we ought (for 1- 


apprehend my (elf in the caſe) to recommend our DoEtrines . 


and Fanttions to 'Men by our Simplicity, and too much Free- - 
neſs rather than Hypocrifie : Nor yet, that the Wickedneſs of- 
any Miniſter abfolves the People of their due Reſpeas to him-: 
and his DoQrines, which have their Weight and Srgaificancy 
from God, whoſe they are, and ought by no means to be in-. 
effeftual for. the unworthine(s of him that delivers them : And 
I ſolemnly profeſs, I don't do any thing out of -difrefpe@ to - 
the truly Orthodox and Apoſtolical Church of Ezg/and,: of : 
which I - profeſs my ſelf an unworthy Member, and ſhall be - 
willing, by the Grace of God, to do or ſuffer as much for it - 
in.my Place and Capacity as any ; for which I am ſure I have - 
as great a Veneration as any Man living of her beſt Commu- - 
nion : Pardon my greener Years, for Speaking ſo plainly, to. 
thoſe Matters, and I requeſt no more. 


The next thing then I come to conſider is, Whether our- Se-- 
verity, towards them could give them any Provocation to be 
engagedin-ſo damnable a Deſign, as the Murdering of a King, 
and the utter Ruine and Slavery of, perhaps, the Braveſt, and . 
Fm ure Freeſt three Kingdoms in the World. . 


In. the firſt place then, the King himſelf, who-always conti-: 
nues with Bravery and Courage, to expoſe his Royal Perſon - 
1 to. 
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to Danger, ſcorning with the bold Cz/ar, to ſay to his Soldi- 
ers, go before, but follow, whom Popery and Jacobitiſm 


have fo much beſpattered, as to repreſent a Man of no Conſci> 


ence in the World; and if it were-true, would be, perhaps, 
| better for us, becauſe a bad Conſcience would cool his Coy- 
rage, and take down the galantry of his Spirit, and keep him 
as much out of Harms way, as it does at preſent— ſome 


tody cle; The King (I fay )himſelf, when he was inform'd of 


the Plot, could not believe it, without . plain Violence to his 


gocd Nature, which was only forc'd to Credibility by ſtrength 


of Evidence : He had been ſo kind to his Enemies, that he 
thought his Mercy would have overcome their rough 'Tem- 
pers. A great numberof the Gentry of Scot/and, being made 
Priſoners there for their Diſafte&tion, the King was ſo kind to 
ſend his own Letter tothe Privy Councel for their Liberties, 
and that too, not above a Fortnight or three Weeks before the 
Diſcovery of the Plot. | DE. 
It is true, there are ſeveral ſevere Laws againſt Papiſts -and 
difaffeted Perſons, but they ſerve only to Illuſtrate our Good- 
neſs, which will not permit us. to put them in Execution. 
Did we offer them all the Oaths, and upon the firſt refuſal 
require their Penalty, according to an Act of Parliament, 
made in the Firſt Year of Their Majeſties, as I take it, which 
orders the Oaths to be offered them four times in the Year, 
and upon their refuſal of them the laſt time, the Penalty comes 
as high as it can, Impriſonment during Lite, and Confiſcation 
of Eſtate, if I don't miſtake, upon the Credit of 'other Men. 
Did we deprive them of the Aſſes, their Prieſts, and their 
Horſes, as the Law direas> Did we do all this, as we very 
lawfully might, they muſt be allowed ro have ſome reaſon of 
Complaint, and Uneaſineſs gatafithe Government. 


"The Law in all publick Taxes likewiſe charges them double, 


| but the Country isſo kind to lay them generally even with 
themſelves, and to make no difference : Did we confine them 
 :- too, 
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too, within five Miles of Home? did we do all this, they 
might fay we were unkind, but not unjuſt ; but we are fo far 
from being thus unkind, that the Statutes againſt them oniy 
ſhew the Exglz/þ Mercy, which, like the Angels Sword bran- 
diſh'd againſt Baatam, were deſignd to terrifie, and not kill. 
I muſt confeſs, they have great reaſon now to expe Severi- 


b. having ſo ſtrangely Tranſgreſſed without a Cauſe:- but 
FI 


'll leave that to thoſe in- Authority. Hoping, that If I have 
been a little tranſported beyond the Bounds of Moderation, 


the occaſion will bear me out. | 


'To Conclude, Let us give them better Example of- Chriſtia- 
nity and Humanity, by not endeavouring to Murder or Ruine 
them by private Methods, under pretence of God's Cauſe ;. 
let us ſhew them how much Bitterneſs our Charity can ſwal- 
low, without any ungrateful Ferment or Conyulſion in us. 


And may that God, who has appear'd ſo often in our behalf, 
continue ftill his Mercies towards our King and People ; 
may we be thankful for this, and all other God's Mercies ; 
and then I queſtion not, but our once famous Uſurper, 
Cromwel's Motto, will be our Happineſs ; the Prote- 
ſtant Religzon (the Church of England, I ſhall add) 
and God with us. Amen. | 
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